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Meet your 
AAP Team
Jane Bellis
Area Co-ordinator
Telephone: 0191 527 4726

Sandra Stephenson
Community Development
Project Officer
Telephone: 0191 527 4724

Marie Ainscough
Support Officer
Telephone: 0191 527 4807 Webpage: www.durham.gov.uk/eastdurhamruralaap

Email:  eastdurhamrcaap@durham.gov.uk

East Durham Play and 
Community Network ‘Play in the 
Park’ sessions obtained funding 
through the EDRC AAP Area 
Budget. 

£4594 has been used to provide 
young people with twelve activity 
sessions throughout the Summer, 
around the Trimdon and Fishburn 
areas.

Fishburn
needs you!
Members of the community in 
Fishburn are looking to create 
a Community Partnership and 
need your support.

If you are interested in becoming 
involved in the work of the 
Partnership, or would like to take 
up the role of Chair, Secretary 
or Treasurer then please contact 
Gillian Fortune at CAVOS on 
01388 811115.  

Come along to a Board meeting. Our next Board meeting will be held 
on 15 September at Kelloe Primary School, 6.00 - 8.00pm.

Be involved in the setting of the EDRC area priorities. Our next Forum 
event will be held on 17 November. Please contact Marie Ainscough to 
register to attend meetings. For further information, or to find out more 
about becoming a Forum member, please contact us on the details 
below.

Play in the
Park sessions

Board Meeting

Forum Event

This newsletter was designed, printed and distributed for 13p each copy.

The EDRC Board have 
agreed to allocate 
part of the Area Budget 
towards a Small Grants Pot 
which will support the work of 
local community groups, in line 
with the AAP’s priorities. 

Please watch our AAP, CAVOS 
webpages and community 
noticeboards for further details.

Small Grants 
coming soon!

Fishburn

Magic in the park

What is an AAP?
County Durham is covered by 14 Area
Action Partnerships (AAP’s). These 
are each made up of an Area Forum 
and a Board with 21 representatives from 
local agencies, Councillors and members 
of the public. 

Each AAP has a budget to spend on the 
priorities identified by the community 
at Forums. The Board, on behalf of the 
Forum, works with a number of strategic 
partners to tackle things that local people 
have identified as priorities in their area. 
Forums meet twice a year and are open 
to everyone who lives or works in the 
area to attend. 



 www.durham.gov.ukeastdurhamrcaap.gov.uk   

During 2009/10, the Area Action Partnership budget funded 
15 projects throughout the East Durham Rural Corridor 
(EDRC) area.

These projects were all driven by the priorities set by the local 
community at the launch of our AAP in April 2009. Over 80 people 
attended the launch event and the priorities chosen for EDRC AAP 
were; Support for the Voluntary Community Sector - Community Spirit 
and Aspirations, Sustainable Traffic and Transport Issues, and Activities 
for Young People.

Activities for Young People
Limestone Linx 
The Limestone Linx project, 
cycle and walkways for a 
series of 3 circular interlinked 
routes is based around the 
7 communities of Bowburn, 
Cassop, Coxhoe, Old 
Quarrington, Parkhill, Kelloe 
and Quarrington Hill. 

The project met our priorities by 
being a sustainable transport link 
already being used by people 
cycling to work and school, the 
priority of activities for young 
people, as well as the health 
benefits from regular exercise. 

A Community Speedwatch 
Camera was funded following 
concerns raised at the Forum 
event regarding speeding 
traffic throughout the EDRC 
area and addresses our 
Traffic and Transport priority.

In partnership with the local 
community, Police will man
the mobile Speedwatch 
equipment at various locations
in order to raise the profile of road 
safety to speeding drivers.

Community groups sometimes 
find it difficult to attract funding 
unless they have some match 
funding from another source. 

During 2009/10 our 15 projects 
funded, using our area budget of 
£150,000, also attracted additional 
match funding of over £325,000.

A variety of activities for young 
people were provided by Coxhoe 
Leisure Centre including free 
skate park coaching, free cycle 
hire with supervised family routes 
and the opening of the Leisure 
Centre for the exclusive use of 
young people on a Saturday 
night, with transport provided 
from outlying villages.  

Our Projects Fishburn Forum
Young people in Deaf Hill had 
there wish granted when area 
budget funding of £6597.55 
was allocated to improve 
access to the Youth Pod, a 
youth facility in Deaf Hill. 

Since this work has been carried 
out (below) the centre is now fully 
accessible, meeting Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) 
requirements and is now being 
used for outdoor activities in the 
refurbished secure area.

Not on Deaf Ears

Speedwatch

A successful Forum event 
was held at Fishburn 
Community Centre on 5 July 
where over 50 members of 
the community attended 
to gather information from 
a variety of agencies who 
presented displays.

Neighbourhood Watch gave away 
panic alarms and various home 
safety devices. The National 
Health Service offered information 
on the early detection of cancer. 
The mental health team gave 
advice on managing stress. Young 
people loved the opportunity to 
meet police dogs Jet and Ben and 
also to hold baby pheasant chicks 
brought in from a local farm.

At our forthcoming Forum event to 
be held on 17 November. Priorities 
for the area will be revised and 
members of the community are 
encouraged to come along to the 
event and share their views on 
the best way to shape the delivery 
of services in our area. We need 
your input.

The venue is still to be confirmed, 
please check our webpage for 
further details.

Cameron and Regan Herron

Forum Meeting: Fishburn Community Centre 

Sophie and Jacob Bowron


