
Notes of Public Meeting to discuss Parking 18.10.18 

 

 

Present: Parish Councillors Dunn (Chair), Simpson, Hepplewhite, Hedley; County 

Councillors Blakey & McKeon; Lee Mowbray & Peter Broxham (DCC Highways 

Officers); J Bartle (School Head); C Llewelyn (Clerk); approximately 34 residents 

and traders. 

 

1. Cllr Dunn Thank everyone for attending. He said apologised had been received from Shaun 

Banks local PCSO, who would have been here tonight but he is off shift, who had said that 

Durham Police will increase the monitoring of obstruction of the footways and accesses on 

Cornforth Lane and Ashbourne Drive after half term. 

 

2. Cllr Dunn thanked Jane Bartle Headteacher at Coxhoe Primary School for hosting the 

meeting and introduced attendees, and explained that the purpose of the meeting was to 

update on the parking survey results that DCC had done on the Front Street in September 

and of the joint site meeting between the Parishad n County Councils with the School on 

Cornforth Lane, Front Street and Commercial Road, then he gave a quick resume of what 

CPC have been doing, and then open up for questions etc. 

 

3. Cllr Dunn advised that the Parish Council had explored potential Off-Street parking on the 

opposite side of Cornforth Lane to School. Initial contact with the landowners was positive 

to our enquiries, but co-owners who live outside of the village have refused to sell the land. 

So, sadly this option is closed for now. We have said if they ever change their minds to 

contact the Parish Council. 

 

4. Cllr Dunn advised that existing restrictions on Cornforth Lane had been considered taking 

into account abuse of these and potential for strengthening these was to be considered 

 

5. Cllr Dunn advised the potential for a layby on the Bypass Green next to the school had 

been explored but rejected by Highways Engineers as too great a risk to cars entering the 

layby being rear ended or hit exiting the layby. 

 

6. Cllr Dunn advised that the Co-Op staff Car park was again available for by use by Front 

Street traders. He thanked the Co-Op for reintroducing permission for  

Front Street Traders to be able to park their staff cars in there with a permit. 

 

7. Cllr Dunn advised that the Co-Op were still exploring joining of Co-Op & Coxhoe Village Hall 

Car parks and that they were hopeful of progress. 

 

8. Cllr Dunn advised that discussions had commenced with the owners of the Old School site 

opposite Coxhoe Village Hall with the potential to use that land for parking. 



 

9. Commercial Road - extension of parking bays, use of land in front of Coxhoe paving and 

exploring other Parish Council land in the area for traders staff to avoid parking on the Haul 

Road up to the Limes which is causing an issue for residents of the Limes 

 

 

10. Cllr McKeon said she had met with Arriva and is working to reduce the number of senior 

school buses on Cornforth Lane and hopefully re-route them all.  

11. Cllr Dunn had distributed parking survey results those present and passed over to Lee 

Mowbray to explain the results. Lee reported that there is no science on whether the cars 

observed belong to residents or not. Cllr Dunn said the Police have confirmed they will 

increase their observations of obstructions on Cornforth Lane and Ashbourne Drive.  

 

12. A resident asked about school traffic and suggested a six month trial lifting the restriction 

at the A177 to allow ‘exit only’ between 8am and 9am and 3pm and 4pm. There are 

problems with people doing u-turns and with double parking. Another resident said this 

would not work and he has an incident report from a week ago when a child was hit.  A 

vehicle had been parked on the island at the no entry point. He suggested using Active Life 

car park for parents and walking schemes.  

 

13. A resident suggested the school should have different drop off times. The Headteacher said 

they do have a ten minute window but it doesn’t seem to help. A resident said a school in 

Hartlepool had a vehicle exclusion zone which was ‘policed’ by governors and police.  

 

14. A resident said Cornforth Lane is dangerous.  

 

15. A resident said 6 to 12 cars on Cornforth Lane are teachers’ cars which add to the problem. 

Cllr Hepplewhite suggested changing the entrance to the school. The Headteacher said the 

school has activities in place to motivate people to not use cars.  

 

16. Cllr Hedley said most places in Durham City are ‘no waiting’ and asked why that can’t 

happen in Coxhoe.  

 

17. Cllr Blakey said it should go back to DCC about allowing exit at the exit to the A177 on 

Cornforth Lane as it is clear parents want change. Lee Mowbray said he would take this 

back. 

 

18. A resident said that on Ashbourne Drive people park on pavements and in laybys and there 

are speed issues. Lee said he would undertake a speed survey. 

 

19. A resident said at the GP surgery people ignore road markings and block drives and that 

some people think if they park on the pavement they are exempt from the road restriction. 

 

20. A resident suggested the planning of the whole village should be considered and that 

developers should be asked for funding. Cllr Dunn said the County Durham Plan identifies 

no further building in Coxhoe but that there are already permissions agreed for housing.  

 

21. A resident suggested the whole community should come together for a solution. 



 

22. Cllr McKeon said people from the Limes are getting the 56 bus to school. Arriva had said 

there are no issues from their buses on Cornforth Lane and Cllr McKeon said people should 

send her details of incidents. 

 

23. Mr Cubello spoke on behalf of several traders. He said they support a parking restriction of 

two to three hours as the problem is people park then leave the village, so others drive 

past and shop elsewhere. Some businesses need 3 hours as people are there longer e.g. 

hairdressers.  

24. A resident suggested disk parking like Ferryhill. A resident said Alnwick has a scheme where 

you get a disk from a shop. Lee Mowbray suggested signage is better than disks. Cllr Dunn 

said signs can be improved in the Village Hall car park. Lee said the survey showed 20 cars 

which parked in the Village Hall car park for three hours or more and if the four hours was 

enforced these vehicles would be forced into the front street.  

 

25. A resident said buses are dropping off travellers outside Adore and picking them up late at 

night. Cllr Dunn said Coxhoe may be seen as a ‘soft touch’. 

 

26.  A resident suggested parking restrictions Monday to Friday wouldn’t impact Church 

services. 

 

27. A resident said that people crossing from Coronation Terrace can’t get across the front 

street and she had waited 11 minutes to get across the road and a crossing is needed. Lee 

Mowbray said he would take this back.  

 

28. A resident said more parking spaces are needed which would need land and money, and 

suggested the village green by the pit wheel where a GP surgery had been suggested 

previously; would need to convince the people with the budget and the authority to make 

change. Cllr Dunn advised this was protected as Green space. 

 

29. A resident said the scrub round the side of the Co-op could be used.  

 

30. A resident said Roslyn Mews is often blocked by traffic and this blocks up the junction and 

suggested a yellow brick; Lee Mowbray said he will take action on this. 

 

31.  A resident said people park on pavements and that on Cornforth Lane would it still be 

possible for buses to get through. Cllr McKeon said the village suffers due to bus 

timetabling so buses meet each other in opposite directions and that changes have been 

made and it is hoped this will settle down.  

 

32. A resident said the land by Lowfield Bungalow should be developed for car parking but it is 

monopolised by a business. Cllr Dunn said this will be considered at the next Parish Council 

meeting. 

 

33. A resident suggested the double pavement opposite Coxhoe Timber could be used, Lee 

Mowbray thought this seemed possible but a resident said it is a cycle route.  

 



34. A resident suggested cars parking on the diagonal in the front street to get more cars in. 

Lee said this is thought to be a danger reversing onto a main road and the Police are not 

keen on this. 

 

35. Cllr Blakey said section 106 money is available and money is given to art but she believes it 

should be used in different ways like roads and cycle routes. She said the junction by the 

Post Office is dangerous. Cllr Dunn replied that there was no further development planned 

in Coxhoe other than already had planning permission and these S106 funds were linked to 

school places. 

 

36. A resident said Franks Carpets can’t park their truck for loading every day and if they are 

stuck on the road and a bus comes there is chaos.  

 

37. A resident asked how parking restrictions would be enforced and who by and if the County 

Council would have resource to send to Coxhoe. Lee Mowbray said they do have resources 

which are based predominantly in bigger towns but they move around and if Coxhoe is 

reported as a problem they would enforce any restrictions here. 

 

38. A resident said at a meeting three years ago it was said the hump at the bus island would 

be higher. Cllr Dunn said there had been protracted correspondence and this had been 

fought for.  

 

39. Two people said in the front street vehicles including wagons go over or round speed 

humps.  

 

40. Cllr Dunn said that breach of weight limit by wagons is being looked at by the County 

Council. He said the County Council would be asked to look at the layby on the A177 again, 

in a different location to before. 

 

41. Cllr Hedley said there are problems with speed at the Limes and wagons at Commercial 

Road and the nearest safe crossing on the main street is at the Village Hall, it is becoming 

dangerous by the bus stop. Cllr Dunn said the Estate Agents have been encouraged to park 

by Coxhoe Paving and it would be difficult to take action e.g. speed humps on the road to 

the tip as empty wagons would be a noise issue and stop people sleeping.  

 

42. Cllr Hedley suggested a Community Speedwatch programme for the front street and Cllr 

Dunn said if anyone is interested in volunteering please contact Cllr McKeon.  

 

43. Cllr Hepplewhite said that chicanes were preferred over speed humps and Lee Mowbray 

said chicanes would take space and lose parking places.  

 

44. A resident said there are accidents by the mini roundabout due to speed on the front 

street. Cllr Simpson said this is about policing as well and the Parish Council should ask the 

Police and make them aware of the issues; residents should report things to the Police and 

the Parish Council can point residents in the right direction for this.  

 

45. A resident said she has reported people urinating and jumping into the road by the bus 

stop outside the Church and Cllr Simpson said issues like this should be taken to Police and 

there is a PACT meeting in December. Cllr McKeon said there could be a PACT meeting in 



November and a Neighbourhood Watch could be set up if needed. Cllr Blakey said there is 

a PACT walkabout on 14
th

 December at 1.00, meet outside the GP Surgery. A resident 

suggested this could be done at school pick up time.  

 

46. A resident asked what happens next; Cllr Dunn said it is back to the drawing board to see 

what schemes can be drawn up and then back to community consultation for their views 

and that the Parish Council want to hear what people think.  

 

All were thanked for their attendance and contributions. The meeting closed at 8pm. 


