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The community newsletter for Coxhoe Quarry Summer 2014

Welcome to the first 
community newsletter 
from Hope Construction 
Materials’ Coxhoe Quarry.  

We are pleased to be 
sending this out as we 
celebrate a major safety 
milestone – 5000 days 
without an incident on site 
which caused one of our 
staff or contractors to have 
time off.  This is the result of 
a fantastic team effort over 
the past 13 years.  We take 
safety very seriously and 
will continue to be vigilant 
for our staff, contractors, 
visitors and neighbours.  

Since January 2013, we have 
been part of an exciting new 
company - Britain’s leading 
independent construction 
materials supplier, Hope 
Construction Materials. As 
well as Coxhoe Quarry, the 
company operates several 
other quarries, more than 
150 readymix concrete 
depots and Hope Cement 

Works, Britain’s largest 
cement plant. Our products 
are used in building schemes 
right around the country and 
limestone from this quarry 
is playing a big part in many 
projects in the North East.  
It’s a busy time – the market 
has really picked up and 
we are looking forward to 
playing an important role in 
local construction for many 
years to come. 

This newsletter gives you 
a flavour of what goes on 
here. We include a summary 
of our plans for the future 
and information about an 
exhibition in September. 

We show you where our 
products are being used and 
introduce you to the wildlife 
on site. In addition, please 
see story below about an 
event we are sponsoring 
in September. I hope you 
enjoy reading about Coxhoe 
Quarry. We are committed 
to maintaining our links 
with the community and 
to being open about our 
operations. Please contact 
us if you would like to find 
out more – william.nelson@
hopeconstructionmaterials.
com or 0191 3770611.

William Nelson
Coxhoe Quarry Manager

This year we are sponsoring a new 
event in conjunction with Active Life 
Coxhoe.  The Coxhoe 10K Trail Run will 
take place on 14 September and is open 
to anyone over 17.  

The scenic route is mainly off road, full of 
local interest, undulating over old railway 
lines and quarry paths between Coxhoe 
and Kelloe.  The event is expected to 
attract around 300 participants who will 
wear t-shirts in the the trademark Hope 
Construction Materials purple.  Event 
organiser Bal Verdi from Active Life Coxhoe 

comments:  “We are keen to encourage  
more people to enjoy a range of leisure 
activities inside and outside, and we are 
delighted to offer this event to people in 
the local community and further afield.  We 
are pleased to be associated with Hope 
Construction Materials’ Coxhoe Quarry – 
the trail run route will give runners a feel for 
the history and importance of quarrying in 
the area.”

For more information about this event or to 
register, please contact info@activelifecoxhoe.
co.uk or telephone 0191 3771789. 
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Bryan’s  
wildlife watch
Bryan Gaughan, Assistant 
Quarry Manager, is not only 
a quarrying expert; he is also 
very good with a camera and 
spotting the various species of 
flora and fauna that like living 
in our quarry.  

Here he gives us an overview of the 
diversity of wildlife we have on site 
alongside our quarrying operations:

“These photos of the wetlands show 
a before and after from 2011 to 2014 
– we are working alongside Durham 
Wildlife Trust to continue to develop 
this piece of land adjacent to the 
quarry – it is now home to a wide 
variety of flora and fauna.

“The numbers of breeding birds on 
site are good this year with the sand 
martin population three times what 
it has been since 2011.  We are also 
seeing good numbers of brown 
hares and grey partridge (both very 
scarce).  Peregrine falcons, kestrels, 

buzzards, red kites and sparrow 
hawks make an appearance.  

The quarry is also home to 
numerous different owls and roe 
deer.  It just goes to show that 
nature seems to enjoy the quarrying 
industry and everyone in the quarry 
team is enjoying it in return.”  

Calling all runners!

TEAMWORK: The Coxhoe Quarry team celebrates achieving a major 
safety milestone

Above: Oystercatcher 
Left: Sandmartin – a yearly visitor

Wetlands before (2011) and after (2014) Dragonfly on the new wetlands 

Approximate 10k Garmin measured route   ARC Permit number:  14/351 
Sunday 14 September, 2014 at 10:00am 

A scenic route full of interest and undulating over old railway lines and 

quarry paths between Coxhoe and Kelloe in County Durham. 
 

 

 To register or for more information contact:   Active Life Centre @Coxhoe Linden Grove Coxhoe, Durham DH6 4DW Tel: 0191 377 1789 Email: info@activelifecoxhoe.co.uk www.activelifecoxhoe.co.uk  
 Entry closing date: 6 September, 2014 

ENTRY FEES UK Athletics Club Member: £8 Non-club Member: £10 Race day entries will be an additional £2 
Entry fee includes Trail Run T-Shirt 

PAYMENTS can be made in person at the 
Active Life Centre or by phone  0191 377 1789   

Cheques made payable to  Future Leisure in Coxhoe.  

PRIZES 
 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place Trophies in  Men’s and Women’s Overall  1st and 2nd Place Trophies in all  Veteran Categories  Men’s: 40  50 60 70  Women’s: 35  50 60 70  

Managed by Future Leisure in Coxhoe. Registered Charity 1145037 

SUPPORTED 
 BY  

SUPPORTED 
 BY  

SPONSORED by HOPE CONSTRUCTION who manage the nearby Coxhoe Quarry 

SPONSORED BY 

Contact us
We are keen to hear your views on this newsletter.  Please contact us on william.nelson@
hopeconstructionmaterials.com or 0191 3770611 if you have any comments or questions 
about stories presented here or about Hope Construction Materials in general.
www.hopeconstructionmaterials.com

Visitors 
welcome!
In 2014 so far, the team at Coxhoe 
Quarry has welcomed over 400 
children from 16 schools to visit 
the site and learn more about 
our production process, local 
geology and the wealth of wildlife 
that inhabits the quarry and 
surrounding area.

Quarry Manager Willie Nelson says:  
“School children are always amazed 
by what they see and hear about 
our operation. The scale of the 
quarry, the very technical process to 
extract the limestone and the variety 
of products we make impresses 
them and the wildlife insight is a 
surprising bonus for them all!  We 
welcome these visits which this year 
have come from local schools like 
Ferryhill to schools further afield like 
Rainton, near Sunderland.”  
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Planning for the future

The main planning permission 
under which the site operates is 
longstanding.  

We are therefore required to review 
and update it in accordance with 
the Environment Act 1995 - a 
process known as a Review of Old 
Mineral Planning or ‘ROMP’.  With 
this in mind, Hope Construction 
Materials is currently reassessing the 
site operations and the proposed 
scheme to restore the land, to 
ensure future working will be 
carried out to the highest quality, 
modern standards.  As part of this 
process, at the end of this year, we 
will submit to the Mineral Planning 
Authority (Durham County Council), 
a schedule of new planning 
conditions that will control future 
operations. Environmental surveys 
are taking place and these will 
be reported in the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) document  
that will accompany this  
ROMP submission.

At the same time we will be making an 
application for permission to quarry 
an untapped source of sand (which 
has special properties) from beneath 
the limestone at the site, and to 
extend the time we have to work the 
remaining mineral resources. With our 
wider construction materials business, 
we are also applying to construct 
a readymix concrete depot, plus a 
plant to use this concrete to make 
blocks, and also to set up an aggregate 
recycling facility in the quarry.

Quarry Manager William Nelson 
comments: “We are keen to ensure 
our neighbours understand our 
plans for this successful quarrying 
site, and have an opportunity to give 
us and the Mineral Authority your 
views.  Please come along to our 
information exhibition in Coxhoe 
Village Hall in September (see below 
for details).  I will be there with 
members of the quarry team to talk 
you through the plans and answer 
any questions you may have.” 

Mineral extraction at Coxhoe Quarry (formally known as Raisby Quarry) dates back 
to the latter part of the 19th Century, with modern planning permissions to quarry 
magnesian limestone granted first in 1947.  

   Boundary of the Hope Construction Materials site
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Did you know?

  A quarry has been in operation 
at Coxhoe since the late  
19th Century

  The limestone quarried here 
was formed 251 to 271 million 
years ago

  The quarry site is about 130 
hectares 

  We see a wide range of animals, 
insects and flowers in our quarry 
– some of them are very rare! 

  We host visits to our site – local 
schools are welcome to come 
and get a behind the scenes  
look (see contact details on 
back page)

  We restore the land we have 
worked as quarry areas are 
completed

  We have planted 
around 38,000 
trees on site in 
recent years

  There are 
4550 metres 
of fencing 
around our 
boundary 
to prevent  
trespass and 
risk to local 
people
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A  Bett Homes –  
Langley Park Durham 

B  Persimmon Homes –  
Potters Bank, Durham

C Persimmon Homes – Bowburn
D Keepmoat Homes – Shotton
E  Barratt Homes –  

The Limes, Coxhoe
F  Keepmoat Homes –  

Newton Aycliffe,
G  The New Hitachi Rail Plant – 

Newton Aycliffe
H  Construction Marine,  

Railway Embankment 
Stabilisation, Hett &  
Croft Spar Darlington

 Concrete depots

Where are Coxhoe Quarry products used?

Limestone is the material we 
extract at Coxhoe Quarry but 
our product range is a lot more 
complex and versatile than you 
might think!  

Through a variety of crushing and 
screening processes on site, we 
produce a range of limestone 
products for use in building and 
agriculture (agricultural lime for soil 
stabilisation) from dust (smallest) 
to 150mm ‘gabian stone’ (largest).  
Some of our aggregate goes directly 
to our own concrete depots in the 
region (see map) - concrete is made 
up of aggregate, cement, sand and 
water; and some goes directly to our 
customers. You can see from this 
map some of the local construction 
projects which are using our 
products at the moment.

Here are some examples:
  We are currently supplying 

aggregates in many sizes to 
housing developments across 
the region – see this map for 
just some examples.  For each 
of these projects we are pleased 
to be associated with some of 
the best known names in house 
building and are supplying at least 
2000 tonnes of material.

  At Newton Aycliffe we are playing 
our part in the construction of 
the new Hitachi train assembly 
site.  We have supplied around 
4,000 tonnes of ‘Type 1 sub-base’ 
– that is a material containing a 
range of stone particle sizes from 
40mm to dust, which naturally 

interlock when compacted to 
provide excellent load bearing 
capacity/ qualities. 

  For customer Construction 
Marine we are supplying 16,000 
tonnes of material for railway 
embankment stabilisation work 
near Darlington 

COXHOE QUARRY 
Future Plans 
Exhibition 

Coxhoe Village Hall, 
Front Street East, Coxhoe, 
Durham, DH6 4DB

Friday 12th September  
9am to 6pm

Saturday 13th September  
9am to 1pm

Please come along to find 
out more about our plans

For more information please 
contact 0191 3770611  
or email william.nelson@
hopeconstructionmaterials.com


